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THE HPLS CLINICS
Day (weekly) Time Location

Monday 10 am – 12 pm The Station Ltd
82 Erskine Street, Sydney

Tuesday 11 am – 12 pm Matthew Talbot Hostel
22 Talbot Lane, Woolloomooloo

Wednesday 11 am –  1:30 pm Parramatta Mission
119 Macquarie Street, Parramatta

Wednesday 12:30 pm – 2 pm Streetlevel Mission
Derby Lane (off Albion St), Surry Hills

Thursday 1 pm – 3 pm Edward Eagar Lodge
348a Bourke Street, Darlinghurst

Friday 11 am - 1 pm Women’s & Girl’s Emergency Centre
177 Albion Street, Surry Hills

Friday 1:30 pm – 2:30 pm Newtown Mission
2 Erskineville Road, Newtown

What you can expect from HPLS
•    Legal help from HPLS is free.

•    HPLS will respect your right to privacy:        
everything you talk about with the lawyer will     
be confi dential unless you agree otherwise.

•    HPLS will treat you with respect.

•    HPLS will give you advice, but it is your 

     decision how you use it.

•    If HPLS can’t help with your legal problem, 

     we will tell you who can.

To contact HPLS

Visit one of the HPLS Clinics.

Phone: (02) 8898 6545

E-mail: homelessproject@piac.asn.au

For an electronic copy of this newsletter 
send us an e-mail to the above address.

Contributors to this edition of STREET 
RIGHTS NSW  
Nicole Eastaway, Michael Romei and Zoya Sheftalovich 
with the Homeless Persons’ Legal Service.
Cartoons: Ross Carnsew

Your views and ideas
HPLS welcomes contributions to STREET RIGHTS NSW. If 
you have a comment about anything that’s covered in 
this newsletter please contact HPLS.

HPLS would also love to hear from artists and 
cartoonists who want to contribute.

HPLS is very keen to get contributions from people who 
are homeless or at risk of homelessness.
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You only have to give your personal details to the 
police if you’re driving a car, if they think you’re 
drinking under age, or to help them investigate a 
serious crime.

Unless you act illegally or look like you need help, 
the police should leave you alone or tell you where 
you can get help.

If the police reasonably suspect you of breaking the 
law, they can stop, search and detain you. They are 
allowed to search you with sniffer dogs if they have 
a warrant or if you are on public transport, in a place 
where alcohol is served, or at a concert or other 
public performance.  They must have a reason for 
suspecting you of having drugs.  The sniffer dogs 
should not touch you during the search.

Legal Help for the homeless and those at risk of homelessness.
See the back page for where to get legal help.

Homeless Persons’ 
Legal Service

Alcohol
Over 18

It is not a crime to drink in public unless you’re in 
an alcohol free zone. 

If you’re acting really drunk or acting like you could 
hurt yourself or someone else, or harm someone’s 
property, police can take you to someone you know 
to look after you. If they can’t fi nd anyone, or they 
think you will be violent after they leave, the police 
can take you to a safe place to sleep it off.

If the police take you away to sleep it off, you have 
the right to call a responsible person. They can’t 
put you in a jail cell unless you’re being violent. 
They have to give you food, drink, blankets and 
something to sleep on. They have to let you go as 
soon as you sober up. They can also search you and 
take away your things, but they have to give them 
back as soon as you are sober.

Under 18

It is illegal to have or drink alcohol if you’re under 18.

If you have an acceptable reason for drinking, like if 
you’re drinking as part of your religion, or if you are 
with a responsible adult, this usually okay

If you are caught and don’t have a good reason, 
you can be fi ned up to $20 and your alcohol will 
be taken away by the police. You can’t be arrested. 
You must give your name and address to the police 
if asked.  

Giving false details is illegal and you can be fi ned.

What are your rights on the 
street?

Drugs
If you get caught with 15 grams (about a 
tablespoon full) or less of pot (marijuana, 
cannabis), you could receive a warning from 
the police. They can decide to give you up to 
two warnings, or no warnings at all.

If you get caught you could get a fi ne. You 
could also be asked to go to court and there’s a 
chance you’ll go to jail.
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SYDNEY HARBOUR FORSHORE AUTHORITY

Map of the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Controlled Areas

Begging and Busking
Begging isn’t a crime, but you aren’t allowed to beg 
in the Sydney Foreshore Area (see the marked areas 
on the map below). If you do beg in this area, you 
can be fined.

In other areas of the city, a police officer can ask you 
to move on if you are in the way of other people or 
traffic, if you are harassing people, or making them 
feel afraid.  If you don’t move on after a police officer 
tells you to, and they have told you that if you don’t 
move you could be guilty of an offence, you can be 
fined.

It is illegal to attach a sign to a wall when you are begging 
and if you do you can be fined.  If you want to have a 
sign, hold it up in front of you or rest it on the wall.  You 
also must not mark the wall in anyway, even with chalk.

Busking is when you play an instrument, sing, juggle, 
mime or perform in any other way in public to collect 
money.  If you offer services or things for money, 

like making balloon sculptures, telling fortunes or 
reading tarot cards, you are not a busker.

The following are things you should do if you busk 
to earn money:

• Get a Busking permit from the Sydney City 
Council.  This will cost you $10 for a three- 
month permit, or $40 for a year.  You will have 
to fill in some forms to get a permit.

• In most places in the city you can’t busk in one 
spot for more than two hours.  In Pitt Street 
Mall, it is only one hour.  

• Get a map of the areas where you can busk from 
the Council

• The Council can take away your permit if you get 
in the way of people while you are busking or if 
you hassle them for their money.  If this happens, 
you can challenge this decision and give a reason 
why they should not take away your permit.

 

Sleeping Rough

If you are sleeping outside in Sydney, other people 
should be able to get past you with no trouble.  If 
you are in the way of others, you can be fined.

It is illegal to sleep on private property, like 
someone’s doorstep.  It is also illegal to put up a tent 
or tarpaulin or any other temporary shelter to sleep 
under.  If you do this, the Council may remove your 
shelter.  You will probably not be fined unless you 
put up the shelter in the Harbour Foreshore area (see 
the map on the next page).

Simply using swear words isn’t necessarily 
offensive. The situation is important. Swearing or 
behaving in a way that would scare, anger or hurt 
someone is illegal in a public place or a school. 

You also can’t go to the toilet, have sex or make 
rude signs where you know people will see you . 

If you have a reason for swearing or being 
offensive, then this is a defence. A good reason is 
swearing because you got hurt.

If you get caught using offensive language or get 
caught behaving offensively, you can get a fine or 
be required to do community service (if you ask for 
that in court).

Offensive Language or Behaviour

How to contest a fine?
If you believe you are not guilty of something you have been fined for, or if you can’t afford 

the amount of the fine, you can go to court.
If you ignore your fine, it will be referred to the State Debt Recovery Office for enforcement.  
This means the fine will increase.  If you do nothing, your driver’s licence can be suspended.  

Jail is possible but very unlikely unless you are charged with other crimes as well.

 

Obscene Exposure

If you can be seen from a public place or are in 
a public place, it’s illegal to deliberately expose 
yourself. You can be fined or get asked to go to 
court. At court you may get a fine and there is a 
chance you’ll go to jail.

Courtesy of Sydney Harbour Forshore Authority

 

Knives

Carrying knives without an excuse is illegal. You 
are allowed to have a knife if you need to use it for 
cooking food, for your job, for a legal sport or hobby, 
or for your religion. It is not an excuse to have a 
knife for self-defence.

If you get caught carrying a knife you can be charged 
with an offence. You may get a fine or be required to 
go to court. The penalty will be higher if you threaten 
someone with your knife or if you have it out near a 
school. 


