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Your views and ideas
HPLS welcomes contributions to STREET RIGHTS NSW. If 
you have a comment about anything that’s covered in 
this newsletter please contact HPLS.

HPLS would also love to hear from artists and cartoonists 
who want to contribute.

HPLS is very keen to get contributions from people who 
are homeless or at risk of homelessness. 
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THE HPLS CLINICS

Day (weekly) Time Location

Monday 10:00 am – 12:00 noon The Station Ltd
82 Erskine Street, Sydney 

Monday 10:00 am – 12:00 noon Wayside Chapel
29 Hughes Street, Potts Point

Tuesday 11:00 am – 1:00 pm Matthew Talbot Hostel
22 Talbot Lane, Woolloomooloo

Tuesday 12:30 pm – 1:30 pm Norman Andrews House 
77 Roscoe Street, Bondi

Wednesday 11:00 am – 1:00 pm Parramatta Mission
119 Macquarie Street, Parramatta

Wednesday 12:30 pm – 2:00 pm Streetlevel Mission
Derby Lane (off Albion St), Surry Hills

Thursday 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm Edward Eagar Lodge
348a Bourke Street, Darlinghurst

Friday 12:30 pm - 2:30 pm Women’s & Girls’ Emergency Centre
361 Riley Street, Surry Hills

Friday 1:30 pm – 2:30 pm Newtown Mission
280a King Street, Newtown

What you can expect from HPLS
•    Legal help from HPLS is free.
•    HPLS will respect your right to privacy:        

everything you talk about with the lawyer will     
be confidential unless you agree otherwise.

•    HPLS will treat you with respect.
•    HPLS will give you advice, but it is your 
     decision how you use it.
•    If HPLS can’t help with your legal problem,  

we will tell you who can.

Free Legal Help for the homeless and those at risk of homelessness.
HPLS is a joint initiative of the Public Interest Advocacy Centre Ltd (PIAC)  

and the Public Interest law Clearing House Inc (PILCH).

Homeless Persons’ 
Legal Service
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To contact HPLS
Visit one of the HPLS Clinics.

Phone: (02) 8898 6545

E-mail: homelessproject@piac.asn.au

For an electronic copy of this newsletter 
send us an e-mail to the above address.

Contributors to this edition of 
STREET RIGHTS NSW  
Elisabeth Baraka, Julie Hourigan Ruse and Chris Hartley
Cartoons: Ross Carnsew; Layout: Karen Kwok

A new system is being trialed by NSW Police that 
allows them to issue on-the-spot fines for certain 
minor criminal offences. The nominated offences are:

• obtaining or attempting to obtain any money, 
valuable thing or benefit by deliberate false 
representation;

• being a person unlawfully in possession of property;
• theft where the value of the property or amount is 

less than $300;
• offensive conduct;
• offensive language;
• obstructing traffic; 
• unauthorised entry of vehicle or boat.

The fines for these offences are between $150 and $300.

If a person commits one of the offences above, the 
police can choose to issue the person with a Criminal 
Infringement Notice instead of arresting the person 
and going to court.  One of the main reasons for the 
trial is to see if it makes dealing with minor criminal 
offences easier.

If you are issued with a Criminal Infringement 
Notice, paying the fine may not be your only option. 
You should talk to an HPLS lawyer at your nearest 
clinic about other options. You might be able to write 
a letter to ask for the fine to be withdrawn or choose 
to challenge the fine in court.

Still trying to change the law
HPLS is still working to change the way fines are 
issued and enforced against homeless people. We 
have had some encouraging meetings with the NSW 
Government to discuss new ways of making the fines 
system fairer and less complicated so that homeless 
people are not disadvantaged. We hope to see some 
positive changes soon.

Police test new fines

New HPLS Co-ordinator
A big welcome to HPLS’s new Co-

ordinator, Julie Hourigan Ruse! She’s 
looking forward to meeting you as she 

visits the HPLS clinics.

We’re sad to say farewell to Lis Baraka 
who’s heading off to London to work there 
for a while. Thanks to Lis for all her hard 
work as HPLS Co-ordinator over the past 

couple of years.

New time for HPLS Clinic  
@ WAGEC

The HPLS clinic at Women’s and Girls’ 
Emergency Centre is now on Fridays from 

12:30pm to 2:30pm.
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What can HPLS do for you?
You have probably seen the posters, but here is a list 
of things that HPLS can help you with:

• Fines
• Appealing Department of Housing decisions
• Appealing Centrelink decisions
• Problems with government departments, banks 

and other organisations
• Evictions and other problems with landlords and 

boarding house owners
• Debts and bankruptcy
• Problems with the Office of the Protective 

Commissioner or Public Guardian
• Getting counselling and compensation for victims 

of violence and abuse
• AVOs (Apprehended Violence Orders)

• Problems with employment
• Discrimination
• Criminal matters where there’s no chance you’ll 

go to jail
• Explain what happens at court
• Getting Legal Aid for criminal matters
• Getting Legal Aid for family law (seeing your 

kids, separating from your ex-partner)
• Filling in divorce forms (or other any forms)

If we can’t help you then we will give you some 
information and try to find a solicitor who will be 
able to help. For example, we will help you find a 
solicitor for immigration, writing wills, personal 
injury, most criminal law and family law.

Local Council Elections 
Local council elections will be held on Saturday 
13 September 2008.  There are HPLS clinics in 
these local government areas: the City of Sydney, 
Waverley, Marrickville and Parramatta. 

If you are enrolled to vote, this is your chance to 
have your say about who will represent you for the 
next four years.  

Will I be fined if I don’t vote?
If you have no permanent address, you do not have to 
enrol to vote.  If you have enrolled as someone with 
no fixed address, then you will not be fined if you 
don’t vote, but your enrolment may be cancelled.

If you do have a permanent address, you must enrol 
and vote. Otherwise, you could be fined.

For further information on voting, contact the 
Australian Electoral Commission at www.aec.gov.au 
or call them on 13 23 26. If you have any questions 
about fines, contact your nearest HPLS clinic (details 
on the back page).

In June 2008, the Federal Government released 
a discussion paper to look for ways to address 
homelessness.  They then asked groups working with 
homeless people to respond with ideas.

The Homeless Persons’ Legal Service believes 
it is very important the Government listens to 
what homeless people themselves have to say 
on this important issue.  Before we replied to 

the Government’s paper, we held events in 6 
of our clinics to find out what homeless people 
thought should be done by the Government to fix 
homelessness.  We were able to speak to over 150 
homeless people!

HPLS would like to thank everyone who took the 
time to have their say.  As promised, we have passed 
all the ideas that you provided to the Government 

and have included many of your 
comments in our reply to the Paper. 
HPLS made many suggestions to 
the Government, including that 
they should make sure the rights 
of homeless people to things 
such as housing and Centrelink 
are protected. We also told the 
Government that they should 
follow HPLS’s lead and make 
sure that they speak to homeless 
people about how to address 
homelessness! 

If you would like a copy of our 
reply, you can pick one up at any 
of HPLS’s clinics or call Chris on 
8898 6510. 

Homelessness Green Paper

Changes to DSP
Do you get the Disability Support Pension? Do you 
want to look for work? Up till now, your entitlement 
to DSP would be reviewed if you wanted to look for 
work. The Federal Government has announced that 
this is going to change.

From September 2008, if you get DSP and 
want to look for work, there will be a simpler 
assessment process to work out the most appropriate 
employment options for you. So, trying to get work 
won’t mean that you have to go off DSP.

‘People with disabilities who want to work should be 
encouraged and supported to join in the workforce as 
much as they are able,’ Mr O’Connor, Minister for 
Employment Participation said.

When announcing these changes Mr O’Connor said 
that the Government has consistently heard from 
people who receive a Disability Support Pension, 
disability advocates and employment and Job 
Capacity Assessment providers that while there are 

people who wish to work they are afraid of losing 
access to their benefits.

Mr O’Connor said this is the reason why the Federal 
Government is removing this major obstacle to 
employment for people on DSP.

He said, ‘the Government recognises as well as 
financial benefits of employment there are significant 
social benefits of more people taking an active role 
in their communities’.

The Minister for Human Services, Senator Joe 
Ludwig said the simpler ‘pre-employment referral’ 
Job Capacity Assessment would only collect certain 
types of information.

‘The simpler referral will allow the Job Capacity 
Assessor to identify which employment service 
providers are best suited to assist someone 
with disability back into the workforce without 
conducting a review of the person’s DSP 
entitlement,’ Senator Ludwig said.


