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ImCOMMENDATION 

o That you note the email sent by CDI' to the US Commander-in-Chief Central 
Command (USCINCCENTCOM), General Pranks, attached to thIS bnet ~ 

OVERvmw 

In response to a brief from CDI' dated 25 Feb 02, the Minister directed CDF to 
urgently raise the proposals contained in that brief with the US (penscript to CDI' 
brief). 

" Following a telephone conversation between CDF and General Franks .ou 25 Feb 02, 
CDF sent an email to General Franks on 27 Feb 02, detailing the Australian position 
on IJre ADF's involvement in ciealing with the taking captives in Alghanistan. No 
response has yet been received from General Franks. The matter is being monitored 
by Ihe ADF liaison team located ill US Central Commanci, The Minister will be 
acivised of any US resjlonse as soon as possible, 

CDF apprised thc Minister of the geJlcralterms of the approach to the General Franks 
hyphone during the evening of 27 Feb 02. The Minister's staff were apprised of the 
proposed (ext and gave clcaT3nce on the basis of tllC imminence of operations, but 
also on iJ1C lLllcierstarciing that the Minister was to be formally briefed all the latesl 
cicl'clopl11ClllS promptly. 
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'111('.' hrl('--( i~)I· 1')5C IS t)Cillg prepare-d .... \s pJrt \~J this iJj"IJccss. if is cnviS;3gcd tliJt [he. 
·\('i",; Ckp~lrtrnC!li \':111 prc)\iJde. further Jel\f]Cc Cill sali('nt issues. 

F!lJhJs:~.\' (\f .·\uSlr;j!i;l Hl \\/;:,lshinp!on. Once DF,'~T :l(l\:ISc rh3t ['his is dOlle, ;',1"1 

;i-li"~"I(:'n,l1!",'I, (_'(!il~" \':iil be pr,)\'"ldcd W Hc':·]d .. \Li,Qr;3iiJil DefeliCe Sl(lt'f(\.Va li'I!2.l(ll"lJ. 



···.CONSULTAUOI'F . 

Prj!:.;), to dispCltch of the crnail, the Secretary of DFA'T' inciicated that he \Vas 

Senior 1egal hro;u:11y comfortable \vith t.he a.pproach lO [he US in the for-Tn proposed. 
, 

Australia's position regarLiing the ircaimclJt of captives is of considerable interest to 
lIS coalitioll paI1ners (particularly (he US), [he United Nations, International 
Committee of the Red Cross, NGOs concerned with human rights, political and legal 
conmlcntaiors and to the media. 

o Diffic!llties will arise in the event that ADF tilkes captives before nalional policy is 
avaJlable . 
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('ONTACT: BRIG lvL MeNan] DGJOP: 6265 0026 ~'i \ . 
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Copie" : Secretary, VCDF, DEPSEC SP, CN, CAP, CA, HSC, DEPSECI+S, FASS.II', 

HPGA, COM,"'-,)'T, HP ACe, DGTDLS. 
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