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For Information (Recommend reading ASAP)

QA’EDA PERSONNEL

RECOMMENDATION
That you note the email sent by CDF te the US Commander-in-Chief Ceniral

Command (USCINCCENTCOM), Genéral Franks, attached (o thig brier, —
OVERVIEW

In response to a brief from CDF dated 25 Feb 02, the Minister direcied CDF 1o
urgently raise the proposals contfained in that brief with the US (penscript to CDF

brief).
Following & telephone conversation between CDF and General Franks on 25 Feb 02,

IS
CDF sent an email to General Franks on 27 Feb 02, detailing the Australian position
on the ADF’s involvement in dealing with the taking captives in Afghanistan. No
response has yet been received from General Franks., The matter is being monitored
by the ADF Jiaison team Jlocated in US Central Command. The Minister will be

advised of any US response as soon as possible.

CDF apprised the Minister of the general terms of the approach to the General Franks
by phone during the evening of 27 Feb 02. The Minister’s staff were apprised of the
propoged text and gave clearance on the basis of the imminence of operations, but
also on the understanding that the Minister was to be formally briefed on the latest

developments prompily.
The arrapgements proposed to General Franks are as follows:
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> heen asked o send a copy of CDF's emanl to Aimbassador Thawley al the




SECRET &L.% OVERING.SECRIET AS/US

U RONSULTATION
il’figr o the dispatch of the email, the Secretary of DFAT indicated
oacly comfortable with the spproach to the US in the fomm proposed,

ad\usqa from AG’s and DFEAT settled the temms of the email with Defence.

l( he \’T\r’a&
Senior JL £al

CSERSTIV Y 8.
¢+ Australia’s position regarding the ireatment of captives is of considerable interest rey
its coalition partners (particularly the US), the United Nations, International

Committee of the Red Cross, NGOs concerned with human rights, political and lega)

commentators and o the media.
Difficulties will arise in the event that ADF rakes captives before national policy is

available.
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CONTACT:
Copies : Secretary, VCDF, DEPSEC SP, CN, CAF, CA, HSCQD
HPGA, COMAST, HPACC, DGTDLS.
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