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HARDLING OF PW’S BY AUSTRALIAN SPECIAL FORCES

1. You directed Army to confirmn (vide Ref A} if any Australian Special Forces wers
tovolved in the mistreatment of PWs during Afghanistan and Traq operations,

2. SOCAUST has confirmed (Ref B) that no Australian Special Forces wese
involved in the mistreatment of PWs during Afghanistan and Irag operations. Alf
detainees taken by Austrafian Special Forces in frag were hauded over to US
forces/anthorities and the RAY. Australian Special Forces in Afghanistan took no
PWs, however, one detaines was transported by LRPY.

3. Fog your information.
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HANDLING OF PW’S BY AUSTRALILAN SPRCIAL FORCES

I. You have asked for mformation surrounding the taking of PW’s during the
Afghanisian and fraq operations.

2. In Afghanistan, no PW’s were taken by Austealian forces. One PW taken by
US forces during OF ANACONIDIA was passed to the Australian forces for transfer
by LRPV t0 a US PW cage at Bagram, about 100 kilometres from the point of
transfer. This PW was received and handed over in certified good health, The PW in
question was, we understand, released by US authorities several days later.

_ ORI AP were attached 1o the SF 1ask fores at
Bagram but at 1o mne were th@y pe:nmhed to become involved handling PW's in the
Bagram Prison. Their tasl wag to liaise with US authorities

4. During opeérations in Iraq the SFTF was authorised to detain suspects and
either release them or hand them over to US officials. A number of detentions were
made, with detainees being provided food, water, and medical attention. You will
vecall our purpose was ‘hearts and minds® in the western region of Irag. On one
occasion a number of suspicious Iraqis were detained whilst fleeing the Eupbrates
river valley. These detainees wers handed over 1o the RAF and certified as being in
good health. You should note that while this group of detainees was being flown out
of Traq in UK CH-47's, one of the detainees died. The RAF acknowledge that all
detainees wers in good order at the time of hand over and ave currently conducting an
irvestigation in the meident. No Avstralians were involved in the PW handling at the
Hime of death. I vnderstand that it is Lkely that the PW had a heart atfack doring the
flight but this is not yet confirmed.
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